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THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND TORREVI EJA

We worship in Word and Sacrament at Lago Jardin, Los Balcones and La Siesta
and ministering through the southern Costa Blanca and eastern Murcia.
A truly Eucharistic community of faith and love.

Chaplain (equivalent of Parish Priest):
Father Richard A. Seabrook SSC
+ 34 966 840 136
+ 34 693 932 438 - Chaplaincy Mobile
Email: frras@c-of-e-torrevieja.com
www.c-of-e-torrevieja.com

r@ @sspandptorrevieja
Instagram

ﬂ (@anglicantorrevieja

FATHER RICHARD'S WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
22" December 2024
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
29" December 2024
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH
5t January 2025
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

WELCOME TO THE CHAPLAINCY OF SS PETER AND PAUL, TORREVIEJA.
ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH IN THIS CHAPLAINCY.
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Please remember to turn off your mobile phone
before our services begin.
Please don "t use a mobile phone in church. Pray instead!

Please remember to talk to God in prayer before our services begin.
There is plenty of time to talk to each other afterwards.
Your talking may distract someone else “s praying.
Please keep a devotional silence.

Father Richard “s contact details are on the front of this newsletter.

Our Churchwardens are:
Peter Maude (churchwardenpeter@gmail.com)
Jennifer Saville (chaplaincywardenjennifer@gmail.com)
They also act as Joint Treasurers.

The Vice-Chairman of the Chaplaincy Councilis:
Joan Berry (losbalconeswarden@gmail.com)
Joan is also Honorary Secretary to the Chaplaincy Council.
For Chaplaincy Council matters please use:
chapsec@gmail.com

We take the Safeguarding of Children and Vulnerable Adults seriously. Our Safeguarding
Policy is displayed at La Siesta and Lago Jardin and is available on our website:
https://www.c-of-e-torrevieja.com/safeguarding-policy/

Our Safeguarding Officer is Anna Horsnell who can be contacted at
safeguardingtorrevieja@gmail.com

The Congregational Warden at La Siesta is:
Sue Maude (wardenlasiesta@gmail.com)

The Congregational Warden at Lago Jardin is:
Liz Shouksmith (shouksmithliz@gmail.com)

Nuestra Senora de la Asuncion at Los Balcones, our third church,
is closed for a major rebuilding project.

Home Communions

Father Richard will take Holy Communion to people at home according to their circumstances.

This is a privilege and enables for prayer in the home at difficult times and for the communicant
to receive Holy Communion at home. Please never hesitate to contact me if you would like Holy
Communion at home if you are unable to come to church because of sickness or being
housebound.

Here are some guidelines to assist you:
1. If you can, please arrange a surface with a white cloth upon which | can place the Blessed
Sacrament. If this is difficult please do not worry too much but it is appreciated.
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2. The Priest will not enter into general conversation until after the celebration which lasts
about ten minutes. Then he would appreciate a cup of tea and chat with you but if your
circumstances don’t allow, please do not worry.

3. Please consider giving a donation to the Church for the Priest’s ministry. He will have
had to drive to you and it also enables you to give your weekly collection to support the
priestly ministry in the parish / chaplaincy. This means there can be a Priest available for
you and for others with a priestly presence in the parish / chaplaincy.

It is a long-established custom - if you can - to make an offering to the Church in
thankfulness for the ministry of the Church.

4. Youdon't have to tidy up before the priest arrives! Just prepare spiritually for an
encounter with Christ in the Eucharist by being prayerful before his arrival.

Father Richard writes:
Dear friends

At this is the last newsletter before Christmass and our celebration of The Nativity of the
Lord, Father Martin and | would like to wish you all a very Happy, Peaceful and Blessed
Christmass. May the Christ Child of Bethlehem bring joy to your hearts and lives as we
celebrate his birth and may the hearts of all turn to Jesus, the Prince of Peace, as hope and
healing for our troubled world. May the Lord bless you all with his Christmass peace.

A reminder about the revised prayer list

From Sunday 5% January the list of people for whom we pray publicly will be started again. If
you wish any names to be included you will need to contact me in an email by Monday 30"
December. No names will be carried across. This ensures the prayer list to kept up to date.
Remember if you have asked for people to be included you must have had their permission
so to do. This is important.

A Happy Christmass to you all when Christmass comes.

With my prayers and best wishes for you all, Father Richard

100 Club Christmas Draw
The single winner was Susan Maude who won the €40
prize. Number 67.

O Come;, © Come,

EMMANUE
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DATES AHEAD:

To prepare to celebrate the N at1v1ty of
the Lord, you are mv;ted to |

A FESTIVAL OF
N IN E LESSON S AN D CAROLS

at La Slesta Church Calle Granados

: UrbLa Slesta TorreV1e]a
Thursdag 19th December
o 1800 e

followed by refreshments
~ ALL WELCOME!
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CHRISTMASS IN THE CHAPLAINCY

Tuesday 24t December
1700 VIGIL MASS  Lago Jardin
Tuesday 24th December
2330 MASS DURING THE NIGHT La Siesta
Wednesday 25th December
1030 MASS OF THE DAY La Siesta
Saturday 28th December
1700  Mass of the Holy Family  La Siesta
Sunday 29th December
1130 Mass of the Holy Family  Lago Jardin
Sunday 5t January
1130 Mass of
The Epiphany of
the Lord
with the Blessing
of Chalk
La Siesta
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FINANCIAL GIVING TO THE CHAPLAINCY
There are various ways of giving financially
to the Chaplaincy for the work of the Church:
1. You can give in the plate each week.
2. You give through the UK gift aid scheme if you are a UK tax payer.
3. You are encouraged to set up a standing order to the Chaplaincy -
this helps us budget more effectively.
4. You can make an offset against your Spanish tax
5. if you are Spanish tax payer.
One off donations are gratefully received.

For more information contact Father Richard or the Churchwardens.

The Chaplaincy relies on generous and sacrificial giving in response to a
generous God who sacrificed his Son for us all on the cross.

Spanish Bank details. Banco Sabadell.
IBAN number ES65 0081 2061 7900 0106 0414
BSAB ESBB / Capellania Anglicana de Torrevieja

UK Bank details. Barclays Bank PLC Account name: Diocese in Europe Fund
Account number: 40317039 Sort code: 20-06-13. Address : Tufton Street,London Please
state TORREVIEJA as the reference so the money is correctly applied. The IBAN number

is: GB16 BUKB 2006 1340 31 70 39.

God bless you all for your support.  Peter and Jennifer (Churchwardens)

GIVING ONLINE:
https://qivealittle.co/c/3yXhRUWebrOVqwflOSVyV8

GIVING BY QR CODE, APPLE PAY,
GOOGLE WALLET:
Hover over the QR code and go from there!
See next page...
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Thank you!

Remembér. hat}
Lago Jardm C;: ch is-open for

prayerfr pmng visiting
from 1030"’  each Jf u\s\day

come and é ﬂ“ |

this lovely
church...

We will not open on Thursday 26" December or
Thursday 2" January.
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The Chalice containing the Precious Blood of Christ is offered for those who wish to receive
it. Holy Communion is offered with the words “The Body of Christ” to which you say Amen
before consuming the Sacred Host. The words "The Blood of Christ” are said to which you say

\* Diocese

in Europe

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND

In this Chaplaincy...

Amen before receiving from the Chalice. The Chalice is optional.

INTINCTION IS NOT PERMITTED
FOR HEALTH AND HYGIENE REASONS.

ONGOING INFORMATION FOR OUR THREE CHURCHES
SERVICES ARE SHARED BETWEEN LAGO JARDIN AND LA SIESTA

Los Balcones, Nuestra Seiora de la Asuncion

Date

Thursday 19" December
Friday 20" December
Saturday 21°*' December
Sunday 22" December
Tuesday 24" December
Tuesday 24" December
Wednesday 25™ December
Saturday 28™ December
Sunday 29" December
Sunday 5 January
Saturday 11™ January
Sunday 12" January
Sunday 19" January

remains closed for re-building.

Services in the Chaplaincy:

Time
1800
1700
1700
1130
1700
2330
1030
1700
1130
1130
1700
1130
1130

Nine Lessons and Carols
Holy Hour

VIGIL MASS
MASS DURING THE NIGHT
MASS OF THE DAY

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
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La Siesta
Lago Jardin
La Siesta
Lago Jardin
Lago Jardin
La Siesta
La Siesta

La Siesta
Lago Jardin
La Siesta

La Siesta
Lago Jardin
La Siesta



The Blessed Sacrament Lamp at Lago Jardin

burns this week for: The Chaplaincy. If you would like to
dedicate the Blessed Sacrament for a week for a person, an
intention, or in memory of a departed loved one, please
see Father Richard. The cost is five euros for the week.

Father Richard’s Prayer List for December 2024:

Please pray for the sick and those in particular need at this
time: Barbara in extremis, Ed White, Father Barry Smart,
Sarah Brain, Cliodhna pronounced Cliona Leydon, Michael,
Gwyneth Manning, John and Cynthia Parkes, Robert Gilbert,
Michael Elliott, Lewis Ellliott, David, Linda Thompson, Luke
Thompson, Jamie Hill, Jamie Mack, Chris Hughes, David,
Michelle Lane, Rhys Miles, Eileen Shaw, Anna and Dick
Horsnell, David Horsnell, Peter John, Martin Skillen, Raj Panchal, Paul McNab, Lesley
Critchley, Vicky, Gwen Simmons, John Sunderland.

Please help Father Richard by letting him know when people can be taken off the prayer list.
Please notify Father Richard of any corrections.

Please pray for the recently departed:
Those killed as a result of the conflicts in Ukraine, Israel, Lebanon and Gaza.
+ Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.

Please advise Father Richard if there are any corrections to the above list.

If you wish a name to be added to the list of the sick you need to email Father Richard or write
to him giving permission for yourself or ensure permission has been granted by someone else
for their name to appear on this list. (GDPR regulations).

Sunday 22"¢ December 2024

Entrance Antiphon
Cf.Is 45: 8
Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.

Collect

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,

your grace into our hearts,

that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son

was made known by the message of an Angel,

may by his Passion and Cross

be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
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First reading

‘From you shall come forth one who is to be ruler in Israel.’

Thus says the LORD:

You, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me

one who is to be ruler in Israel,

whose coming forth is from of old,

from ancient days.

Therefore he shall give them up until the time

when she who is in labour has given birth;

then the rest of his brothers shall return

to the people of Israel.

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.

And he shall be their peace.

Responsorial Psalm

Micah 5:2-5a

Ps 80(79):2ac, 3b, 15-16. 18-19. R4

Bring us back, O God,
let your face shine forth, and we shall be saved.

O shepherd of Israel, hear us,
enthroned on the cherubim, shine forth.
Rouse up your might and come to save us.

Bring us back, O God,
let your face shine forth, and we shall be saved.

God of hosts, turn again, we implore;
look down from heaven and see.

Visit this vine and protect it,

the stock your right hand has planted,
the son you have claimed for yourself.

Bring us back, O God;
let your face shine forth, and we shall be saved.

May your hand be on the man at your right hand,
the son of man you have confirmed as your own.
And we shall never forsake you again;

give us life that we may call upon your name.
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Bring us back, O God;
let your face shine forth, and we shall be saved.

Second reading
Hebrews 10:5-10
‘Behold, | have come to do your will.’

Brothers and sisters: When Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings you
have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure. Then | said, “Behold, | have come to do your will, O God, as it is
written of me in the scroll of the book.”

When he said above, 'You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings
and burnt offerings and sin offerings’ (these are offered according to the Law), then he added,
‘Behold, | have come to do your will. He does away with the first in order to establish the
second. And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.

Gospel Acclamation
Luke 1:38
Alleluia, alleluia.
Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord;
let it be to me according to your word.
Alleluia.

Gospel
Luke 1:39-45
‘Why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come
to me?’

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting
of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she
exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for
joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to
her from the Lord.’

Homily

On this the last Sunday before Christmas, our Gospel reading prepares us to witness Christ's
birth by showing us how Jesus was recognized as Israel's long-awaited Messiah even before
his birth. The Gospel turns our attention from the ministry of John the Baptist to the events
that preceded John the Baptist's birth. The story of John the Baptist and his parents,
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Elizabeth and Zechariah, are reported only in Luke's Gospel. Luke pairs the birth of John the
Baptist and Jesus, establishing John's early connection to the Messiah.

Our Gospel reading recalls Mary's actions after the announcement of Jesus' birth by the
angel Gabriel. Mary goes to visit Elizabeth, her cousin, who is also with child. Elizabeth greets
Mary with full recognition of the roles that they and their unborn children will play in God's
plan for salvation. If we were to continue to read the verses that follow in Luke's Gospel, we
would hear Mary respond to Elizabeth's greeting with her song of praise, the Magnificat.
Both women recall and echo God's history of showing favor upon the people of Israel.

In Luke's Gospel the Holy Spirit helps reveal Jesus' identity as God to those who believe.
Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit and sings Mary's praise because she bears the Lord. We
sing these words of praise to Mary in the Hail Mary. Even John the Baptist, the unborn child
in Elizabeth's womb, is said to recognize the presence of the Lord and leaps for joy.

It is appropriate in this season of Advent that we consider the role of Mary in God's plan of
salvation. Elizabeth describes Mary as the first disciple, as the one who believed that God's
word to her would be fulfilled. Mary's faith enabled her to recognize the work of God in her
people’s history and in her own life. Her openness to God allowed God to work through her
so that salvation might come to everyone. Because of this, Mary is a model and symbol of
the Church. May we be like Mary, open and cooperative in God's plan for salvation.

Sunday 29" December 2024

Entrance Antiphon

Lk 2: 16
The shepherds went in haste,
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger.

Collect

O God, who were pleased to give us

the shining example of the Holy Family,

graciously grant that we may imitate them

in practising the virtues of family life and in the bonds of charity,
and so, in the joy of your house,

delight one day in eternal rewards.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

First reading
1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28
‘Samuel, as long as he lives, is lent to the Lord.’
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In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Samuel, for she said,
‘| have asked for him from the LORD.’

The man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice and to
pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, ‘As soon as the child is
weaned, | will bring him, so that he may appear in the presence of the LORD and dwell there
for ever.’

And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull,
an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh.
And the child was young. Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to El..
And she said, ‘Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, | am the woman who was standing here in
your presence, praying to the LORD. For this child | prayed, and the LORD has granted me my
petition that | made to him. Therefore | have lent him to the LORD. As long as he lives, he is
lent to the LORD." And he worshipped the LORD there.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 84(83):2-3. 5-6. 9-10. Rcf. 5a
Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord.

How lovely is your dwelling place,
O LorD of hosts.

My soul is longing and yearning
for the courts of the LORD.

My heart and my flesh cry out

to the living God.

Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord.

Blessed are they who dwell in your house,
for ever singing your praise.

Blessed the people whose strength is in you,
whose heart is set on pilgrim ways.

Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord.

O LoRrD God of hosts, hear my prayer;
give ear, O God of Jacob.

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield;
look on the face of your anointed.

Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord.

Second reading
1 John 3:1-2, 21-24
‘We are called children of God; and so we are.’

Beloved: See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
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Beloved, we are God'’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know
that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.

Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; and whatever
we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him.
And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love
one another, just as he has commanded us. Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God,
and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.

Gospel Acclamation
Cf. Acts 16:14b
Alleluia, alleluia.
Open our hearts, O Lord,
that we may pay attention to the words of your Son.
Alleluia.

Gospel
Luke 2:41-52
Jesus is found by his parents sitting among the teachers.

The parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when he
was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. And when the feast was ended, as
they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it,
but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search
for him among their relatives and acquaintances, and when they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. After three days they found him in the Temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were
amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when his parents saw him, they were
astonished. And his mother said to him, ‘Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father
and | have been searching for you in great distress.” And he said to them, 'Why were you
looking for me? Did you not know that | must be in my Father's house?’ And they did not
understand the saying that he spoke to them. And he went down with them and came to
Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favour with God and man.

Homily

Today we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family. This feast is part of the Christmas season,
and we should place today's Gospel in the context of what Luke's Gospel tells us about the
birth of Jesus. Luke has been answering the question "Who is Jesus?” through his stories of
the births of John the Baptist and Jesus. Today's Gospel reading continues this theme. It has
no parallel in the other Gospels and is the conclusion of Luke's Infancy Narrative.

Mary, Joseph, and Jesus are presented in this Gospel as a faithful Jewish family. They are
participating in the annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, an event shared
each year with family and friends. When Jesus is found, Luke describes him as seated in the
Temple in the midst of the Jewish teachers. Although he is young, Jesus seems not to need
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teaching about his Jewish tradition. In his dialogue with these learned teachers, Jesus
astounds them with his insight and understanding. Jesus is a child of Israel. His Father is God.

The dialogue between Mary and Jesus contains many references to family relationships. In
fact, in this Gospel reading Mary and Joseph are never identified by name. Instead they are
referred to by their relationship to Jesus. Ultimately, this emphasizes Luke's point about the
identity of Jesus. When Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the Temple, they question Jesus and
express their anxiety. Jesus replies in words that many have thought to be disrespectful.
Jesus says that he was never lost; he was at home. Jesus is God's Son, and he is in his Father's
house. Luke will continue to suggest that faith in Jesus establishes new family relationships
as he describes Jesus' public ministry.

In Luke's Gospel, Mary's importance is even greater than her role as Jesus' mother. Mary is
the first disciple and will be present with Jesus' disciples after his Resurrection at Pentecost.

Sunday 5" January 2025

Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Mal 3: 1; 1 Chr 29: 12
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come;
and kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion.

Collect

O God, who on this day

revealed your Only Begotten Son to the nations

by the guidance of a star,

grant in your mercy, that we, who know you already by faith,
may be brought to behold the beauty of your sublime glory.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

First reading
Isaiah 60:1-6
‘The glory of the Lord has risen upon you.’

Arise, shine, for your light has come,

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;

but the LORD will arise upon you,

and his glory will be seen upon you.

And nations shall come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your rising.

Lift up your eyes all round, and see;
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they all gather together, they come to you;

your sons shall come from afar,

and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
Then you shall see and be radiant;

your heart shall thrill and exult,

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.

A multitude of camels shall cover you,

the young camels of Midian and Ephah;

all those from Sheba shall come.

They shall bring gold and frankincense,

and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 72(71):1-2. 7-8. 10-11. 12-13. Rcf. 11

All the nations on earth shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.

O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king's son your justice,

that he may judge your people in justice,
and your poor in right judgement.

All the nations on earth shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.

In his days justice shall flourish,

and great peace till the moon is no more.
He shall rule from sea to sea,

from the River to the bounds of the earth.

All the nations on earth shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.

The kings of Tarshish and the islands
shall pay him tribute.

The kings of Sheba and Seba

shall bring him gifts.

Before him all kings shall fall prostrate,
all nations shall serve him.

All the nations on earth shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.

For he shall rescue the needy when they cry,
the poor who have no one to help.

He will have pity on the weak and the needy,
and save the lives of the needy.

All the nations on earth shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.

Second reading
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‘It has now been revealed that the Gentiles are fellow heirs of the
promise.’

Brothers and sisters: | assume that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was
given to me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, which was not
made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy
Apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members
of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation
Matthew 2:2
Alleluia, alleluia.
We saw his star when it rose
and have come to worship the Lord.
Alleluia.

Gospel
Matthew 2:1-12
‘We have come from the east to worship the king.’

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, 'Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him." When Herod the king
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he enquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told
him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israe

IIII

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star
had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child,
and when you have found him, bring me word, that | too may come and worship him."” After
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshipped him. Then, opening their treasures,
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
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Noveritis
Announcement of the date of Easter and movable feasts

After the Gospel, following a long-established custom of the Church, the deacon or cantor may
proclaim the movable feasts of the current year, in the following form.

Know, dear brethren (brothers and sisters), that,
as we have rejoiced at the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ,
so by leave of God's mercy
we announce to you also the joy of his Resurrection,
who is our Saviour.
On the fifth day of March will fall Ash Wednesday,
and the beginning of the fast of the most sacred Lenten season.
On the twentieth day of April you will celebrate with joy Easter Day,
the Paschal feast of our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the twenty-ninth day of May will be the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the eighth day of June, the feast of Pentecost.
On the twenty-second day of the same month, the feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of
Christ.
On the thirtieth day of November, the First Sunday of the Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ,
to whom is honour and glory for ever and ever.
Amen.

Homily

The visit of the Magi occurs directly before the story of the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt.
Matthew's Gospel tells a version of Jesus' birth that is different than the one in Luke. Of the
actual birth of Jesus, Matthew tells us little more than, “When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, in the days of King Herod . . . " The story of the census is found only in Luke’'s Gospel,
but we hear about the visit of the Magi only in Matthew's Gospel.

We know little about the Magi. They come from the East and journey to Bethlehem,
following an astrological sign, so we believe them to be astrologers. We assume that there
were three Magi based upon the naming of their three gifts. The Gospel does not say how
many Magi paid homage to Jesus. In Matthew’s Gospel, they represent the Gentiles’ search
for a savior. Because the Magi represent the entire world, they also represent our search for
Jesus.

We have come to consider the gifts they bring as a foreshadowing of Jesus’ role in salvation.
We believe the meaning of the gifts to be Christological. Gold is presented as representative
of Jesus’ kingship. Frankincense is a symbol of his divinity because priests burned the
substance in the Temple. Myrrh, which was used to prepare the dead for burial, is offered in
anticipation of Jesus’ death.

The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or “showing forth.” Historically several moments
in Christ's early life and ministry have been celebrated as “epiphanies,” including his birth in
Bethlehem, the visit of the Magi, his baptism by John, and his first miracle at Cana.

Page 18 of 19



The Angelus

The Angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary,
And she conceived by the Holy Spirit.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,
Blessed art thou among women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now
and at the hour of our death.

Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
Be it unto me according to Thy Word.

Hail Mary, (as above)

And the Word was made flesh,
And dwelt among us.

Hail Mary, (as above)

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Pour forth, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy grace into our hearts; that as we have
known the incarnation of thy son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel, so by
His + cross and passion we may be brought to the glory of His Resurrection.
Through the same Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Page 19 of 19



